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S3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on May 30. 2000 

S This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quafl§35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever is 

longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claim 

S Claim(s) 1-38 



is/are pending in the applicat 



Of the above, claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

S Claim(s) 1-38 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



. are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved Disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All [3ome* [Ntane of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 
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□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 



— SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES — 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-95) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 



6 



Application/Control Number: 09/141,318 
Art Unit: 2743 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action is in response to the amendment filed 5/30/2000 (paper no. 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S. C. § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U. SC. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wang (US PAT. 
5,757,891) in view of Murakami et al. (US PAT. 5,590,178 hereinafter Murakami). 

Regarding claim 1, Wang discloses a telephone 200 with an electronic mail managing function, 
wherein the telephone comprising accessing means for accessing to a mail server (col. 12 lines 9-13), 
a mail memory for storing an electronic mail received from the mail server (col. 12 lines 14-17) and 
transmission means 21 for transmitting the electronic mail store in the mail memory to one of the 
plurality of terminal devices (figure 2 and col. 4 line 66 through col. 5 line 45). Wang differs from the 
claimed invention in not specifically teaching memory status means for storing each status of the 
electronic mail store in the mail memory so as to correspond to each of the terminal device. However, 
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Murakami teaches an electronic mail system having a user status variable table, i.e., memory status 
means, for providing a history of user activities performed on the electronic mail system (figure 4 and 
col. 4 line 57 through col. 5 line 3). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Wang in having memory status means, 
as per teaching of Murakami, because it provides a user friendly so that it provides a history of users' 
activities performed on the system. 

Regarding claims 2-3, Murakami discloses the mail status memory means storing whether or 
not the electronic mail is received at each of terminal devices and a table for storing a process to be 
applied to the electronic mail for each of terminals (figure 4 and col. 4 lines 57-59). 

Regarding claim 4, Murakami discloses the process to be applied to the electronic mail 
including to delete and to keep the electronic mail (col. 10 lines 31-35). 

Regarding claim 5, Wang teaches the telephone further comprising emergency process means 
for determining whether a priority is necessary (col. 9 lines 7-20). 

Regarding claim 6, Wang teaches an identifier memory for storing an identifier of a device to 
be connected so that it is permitted to access from the device of which the identifier coincides with 
the stored identifier (col. 7 line 64 through col. 8 line 12). 

Regarding claim 7, Wang disclose a method in a mail managing apparatus 200 for transmitting 
and receiving mail data to and from a mail server 202 and a plurality of terminal devices as shown in 
figure 10 comprising a reading step of reading a mail stored in the mail server (col. 12 lines 9-13), 
a storing step for storing the mail in the reading step (col. 12 lines 14-17), a display step for 
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disp.aymgasta.usofmeman stored in the storing step (co,. ,2h„es ,8-23), and a .ration step 
of tuning the mail stored fa the storing step to one of the terminal devices (col. ,2 lines 34-39) 
Wang differs from the claimed invention in no, specify teaching to dispiay a status of the mai, for 
each ofthe termina, devices. However, Murakami teaches such (figure 4 and col. 4 ,i„e 57 through 
col. 5 Una 3). Therefore, i, would have been obvious to a person of ordinary ski,, in the ar, at the time 
the invention was made to modify Wang in having memory status means, as per teaching of 
Murakami, because i, provides a user friendly so that i, provides a history of users- activities 
performed on the system. 

Regarding Cairn 8, the limitations ofthe claim are rejected as the same reasons set forth in 

claim 7. 



4. Claims 9, ,6.17. 24, 3, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. ,03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wang (US PAT. 5,757,891) in view of Brunson (US PAT. 5,781,614). 

Regarding claim 9, Wang discloses an e-mail apparatus as shown in figure 2 comprising a 
receivmg urn, for receiving an electronic ma* from a maa server (col. 5 lines 2-6), and a mail memory 
unit for storing the received electronic mai, (col. 5 lines 58-59), wherein the e-mai, apparatus is 
ca P ab,e of communicating with a p,ura,i,y of termina, deuces comprising a transmitting unit for 
transmitting me e,ecti,nic mai, stored in the mai, memory unit to one of p,ura,i. y of termina, devices 
M. 5 Unes 32-39 and col. 6 ones 58-67). Wang differs from the claimed invention in no, specific^ 
teaching tha, the e-mai, apparatus transmitting the electronic mai, stored in the mai, memory in 



Application/Control Number: 09/141,318 
Art Unit: 2743 



Page 5 



apparatus dealing with electronic mails, 
(figure 2 and col. 6 lines 10-32). 

set forth in claim 9. 

Regarding claim 38, the limitations of the claim are rejected « th. . 

ouii are rejected as the same reasons set forth in 

claim 16. 



5. Claims 10-15 18-23 2<5 in „nH ^ 

23, 30 and 32-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Wang (US PAT S 7S7 son • • 

g (US PAZ 5,757,89!) ,„ v ,ew ofBrunson (US PAT. 5.781.614) as applied 
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the invention was made to modify the combination of Wang and Brunson in having memory status 
means, as per teaching of Murakami, because it provides a user friendly so that it provides a history 
of users' activities performed on the system. 

Regarding claim 11, Murakami discloses the mail status memory means storing whether or 
not the electronic mail is received at each of terminal devices and a table for storing a process to be 
applied to the electronic mail for each of terminals (figure 4 and col. 4 lines 57-59). 

Regarding claim 12, Murakami discloses process specifying means for specifying how the 
electronic mail transmitted to the terminal device (col. 10 lines 31-35). 

Regarding claim 13, Wang discloses the e-mail apparatus comprising means for receiving 
electronic mail from each terminal device and for transmitting the received electronic mail to the 
service (figure 2). 

Regarding claim 14, Wang teaches the telephone further comprising emergency process means 
for determining whether a priority is necessary (col. 9 lines 7-20). 

Regarding claim 15, Wang teaches an identifier memory for storing an identifier of a device 
to be connected so that it is permitted to access from the device of which the identifier coincides with 
the stored identifier (col. 7 line 64 through col. 8 line 12). 

Regarding claims 18-23, the limitations of the claims are rejected as the same reasons set forth 
in claims 10-15. 

Regarding claims 25-30, the limitations of the claims are rejected as the same reasons set forth 
in claims 10-15. 



Application/Control Number: 09/141,318 
Art Unit: 2743 



Page 7 



ciaim 32-37, the Mtafcns of the cfc „ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ ^ ^ 

in claims 10-15. 



Response to Arguments 

«• Apphcant, argues fiied 5/30/2000 (paper „o. 6) have been My c0 „ sidered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response t o apphcanfs argument tha, the references fail to show certain features of 
appHoanfs invention, i t is no.ed t ha t t he features upon which appiican, reiies (i.e., ,he present 
.nve„„o» is the organize, with the re ,a t ion S hip between three events, „a meIy , man managing 

- "-aging apparatus connect ,„ a ntai, server for receMng via a phone Iin e and having 
an interface 22 for transntitting data to and from term i„a,s (see rejection above). No, whiie the 
esnotcie^^ 

be still rejected by the prior art. 



Conclusion 

7 ™SAC™ NISMAI , EFINAL . App.icantisrer.ndedofthee.ensionoftimepoiicy 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 



ft 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the 
date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any response to this final action should be mailed to: 
Box AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



or faxed to: 

(703) 308-6306, (for formal communications; please mark "EXPEDITED 
PROCEDURE") 

Or: 

(703) 308-6296 (for informal or draft communications, please label 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



Application/Control Number: 09/141,318 
Art Unit: 2743 



Page 9 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to George Eng whose telephone number is (703) 308-9555. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Tuesday to Friday from 7 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Mr. Curtis Kuntz, can be reached on (703) 305-4708. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



GEORGE ENG 
August 10, 2000 




SUPERVISORY PATENT (XAM1NER 
GROUP 2700 



